
T here is a lot of talk of an El Nino weather pattern having 
formed.  Historically, when this happens, it means above-

normal rainfall for the upcoming winter.  While this is not always the 
case, the likelihood of this happening is enough for us to put extra 
effort into winterization. 
 
A few changes from last year: 
 
1) We are going to begin much earlier. Last year, our paving project 

took most of October, and thus, we got a late start winterizing in 
November. This year, we’ll start September 18th to ensure all our 
work is done before the rain is likely to start. 

 
2) Infiltration Trenches for stalls 1-45 and 150-160 will be opened to 

examine their condition to ensure they are 100% porous.   
Depending on what we find, this could add significant time to our 
annual winterization process to restore them. 

 
3) The downgrade stalls will have a few holes drilled in one of their 

mats. For stalls 1-9, 23-33, and 46-58, we will drill a few holes in 
the mat that sits over the infiltration trench drain. We have found 
that once the rainwater gets 
on top of the mats, it does 
not percolate. Instead, it just 
collects. The holes will allow 
the water to enter the mat 
and reach the infiltration 
trench. See Figure #1 for a 
typical mat with holes. Please 
note that these holes are for 
the single mat that sits over 
the underground catch basin. 
As an additional aid to 
drainage, these same stalls 
will have their mat set back 3
-5” from the front rail to 
increase percolation. 

 
3) Last year, we tried using just 

DG for winterization. Whether 
it was because it rained soon 
after installation or the 
particle size was too small, it 
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 did not prove successful for several horses. We 
will return to our classic mixture of birds’ eye 
gravel and DG this year.    

 
Western Infiltration Basin 
A small portion of the stable does not flow to the 
primary discharge but instead runs off toward Serrano 
Road / Serrano Park. See Figure #2. Our stormwater 
permit requires that we eventually capture a 10-year 
storm event.   

 
The attached chart shows that there are many 
standards of rainfall within the 10-year event, see 
page 3 for figurer #4. For example, there is a 10% 
chance that once a year, it will rain .267” in 5 minutes. 
On the other side, the same chance says that in 24 
hours, it would rain 4.07”. As a note, the Hilary storm 
rained 1.86”. While this was a sizeable amount of rain, 
it was evenly distributed and didn’t even meet the 1-
year storm event, which means that a storm that size 
and duration is expected every year. 
 
Currently, we are meeting the 5-year event for the 
infiltration basin. We are optimistic that we will cross 
into the 10-year event standard when we install the 
stall trenches next year. 
 
The gold standard in stormwater modeling is the 25-
year storm event. And while we are not required to 
meet this standard today, there is a chance that 
sometime in the future, it may be necessary.  
Additionally, just barely meeting an engineered 
standard is not good practice. In real-world conditions, 
many unanticipated variables can reduce the 
anticipated success of designs. There should always 
be surplus capacity for the “who would think” 
oversights.  
 

We are in the process of making many changes in 
this drainage area to ensure that we are easily and 
comfortably, achieve the 25-year standard: 
 
1) Currently, most of the shelters drain onto the 

ground, and the runoff eventually makes it to the 
infiltration basin. We will build additional 
infiltration trenches just for these shelters so that 
the water will be collected in gutters and sent 
directly into this specific infiltration trench when it 
rains. Doing so will reduce the total amount of 
runoff flowing to the infiltration basin by 10%. An 
excellent secondary benefit is that mud caused 
partly by shelter runoff will be eliminated for small 
storms (the majority of events). This work will 
continue after the winterization work is completed 
and as scheduled permits. 

 
2) We will install a sump pump to distribute the 

rainwater from the basin to the bougainvillea 
along Serrano Road and to a new tree grove 
above the back arena. See figure #3  When water 
levels in the basin reach 25% capacity, a pump 
will send water out to these areas. When 
completed, this work will significantly increase the 
24-hour capture volume compared to when there 
was no pump. 

 
 
3) Lastly, the basin will be upgraded by slightly 

increasing its width and lining the walls with soil 
cement to prevent the side walls from collapsing. 
We will then be able to remove the plastic 
sheeting and sandbags. 

(Figure 2) 

(Figure 3) 
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Professional  Services  

Directory 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Leslie Thomson  

Western Lessons  

& Training  

(949) 295-4807 

   

MKO Performance Horses 

Western & Barrel  

Training/ Lessons 

(949) 351-4706  

  
Tom Betts-Aranda 

Dressage Lessons 

(949)291-8262 

 

Silver Iris Farm 

All-Around English & 3-Day 
Eventing  

(949)395-0932 
 

Brave Grace 

Equine Inspired Growth and Healing 

(949) 371-6240 

  
New Flight Counseling  

Equine Assisted EMDR 

(949)793-9264 

  

Simple Horses Sense  

Equine Assisted Counseling  

(714)468-2512  

 

American Equine Therapy 

Equine therapy 

(844)378-4634 

 

 

 

 

Modest Board Increase  

In October, you will see a modest increase of 3.7% in your board bill 

to reflect cost increases over the last 17 months. To keep the analysis 

simple, SCR uses the Consumer Price Index for Orange County to 

keep pace with costs and make adjustments. Feed prices have 

remained steady, so there will be no anticipated increases in the near 

future.  Please see page 4 for new pricing and feel free to let us know 

if you have any question.  Thank you.   

(Figure 4) 
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